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HATCH BEAUCHAMP PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of an ordinary meeting of the Hatch Beauchamp Parish Council held in the 
Village Hall on Wednesday, 08 January 2020 
 
Present:- Mr Graham (in the chair), Ms Scott, Mrs Noble, Mr Elliott, Mr Murphy, Mr 
Reid, Ms Rufus and Mrs Fowler 
 
Members absent :- None 
Apologies:- Mr Goddard 
In Attendance:- Ms Winter as Clerk, Cllr Thorne SCC, Cllr Henley SW&TC and 18 
members of the public 
 
Public Forum 
Cllr Thorne and Cllr Henley presented information about their activities relating to the 
village.  

• Mr Graham asked Cllr Thorne if Improving Living would be ongoing and part-
funded for the village and Cllr Throne confirmed it would. 

• Mr Graham asked Cllr Thorne if there was any update on improvements for 
pavements – no update as yet. 

• Mr Murphy informed Cllr Thorne that the Climate Emergency Report that had 
been expected in November 2019 had not yet been received.  Cllr Thorne 
informed him that the November meeting had been cancelled due to the 
general election but should be discussed at the meeting on the 22.01.2020. 

 
2724 Apologies 
Resolved: that the absence of Mr Goddard be recognised as an approved absence for 
the purposes of S85 Local Government Act 1972. 
 
2725 Declarations of interest 
None 
 
2726 Minutes 
Mr Graham proposed that the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on Wednesday, 
13 November 2019 were approved, subject to two amendments, as a correct record.  
This was seconded by Ms Scott and passed.  
 
2727 Actions from previous meetings 

a) (2709a) Resolved. 
b) (2718a) Resolved. 
c) (2719a) Resolved. 
d) (2719c) Resolved. 
e) (2719d) Resolved. 
f) (2719e) Resolved.  The council submitted an objection to the amendments to 

the Station Road planning application on 21.11.2019 after seeking further 
clarification from the Planning Officer on the latest change and advice on the 
National Planning Guidelines.   
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g) (2720a) Resolved. 
h) (2720a) Resolved. 
i) (2721e) Resolved. 
j) (2722c) Clerk to pass new NALC code of conduct, when published, to Mrs 

Fowler to review. 
k) (2722d) Clerk to share Foster Parents leaflet on website and Mrs Noble to 

share on Facebook 
 

2728 Budget 
a) Resolved. Setting precept for 2020/21 

It was agreed by all that the proposed budget for IT Equipment be raised to 
£500.   
Mr Graham proposed the precept be set at £6,500 and this was seconded by 
Mrs Noble, and passed.   

b) Village projects/initiatives 
The following suggestions for village projects/initiatives were discussed: 

• Home visits/help for older people in the village  

• Village litter pick – potential to carryout litter pick alongside Improving 
Living walks  

• Sports facilities for the young  

• Village Shop – Plunkett Foundation/Princes Countryside Fund 

• Allotments – 2 acres of council owned land other side of Station Road 
a possible site.  Potential to collaborate with the school/improving 
living/tree planting scheme 

• Available grants 
 
2729 Village matters and upkeep of the village 

a) Station Road planning application update 
Mr Graham explained that the planning application was refused due to three 
main objections about sustainability, the affordable housing scheme and the 
design.  There had been a strong attendance by villagers at the planning 
meeting. 
Cllr Henley made the following main points: 

• It is likely that the planners will challenge the decision made by the 
planning committee and expressed uncertainty over whether the 
planners would submit the same evidence again or produce a new 
report 

• The grounds the plans were rejected on were extremely strong and 
Somerset West and Taunton Council are now dutybound to defend 
their decision to refuse the application and we need to make sure they 
do this robustly 

• The timeline is unknown, but could be some time 
Cllr Henley will investigate what the process will be, should the planners 
challenge the decision, and will look into possible timelines 
Cllr Thorne made the following points: 

• The planners are likely to go down the route of appeal and they have 
six months to do so 
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• Clarification of the process will be sought 

• A QC could be appointed by either side 

• Members of the public might be able to attend a public enquiry, should 
there be one, but could be cross examined 

 
2730 Administration 

a) Resolved. Planning Procedure 
Mr Graham confirmed the planning procedure as follows: 

• Clerk notifies Planning Chair of a new application in the parish. 

• Planning Chair notifies Clerk that he/she wishes to convene a meeting. 

• The Clerk will summon the Planning Committee members to the 
meeting on the date selected in the usual way.  An agenda will be 
posted.  Planning Committee members should indicate unavailability 
as soon as possible. 

• When the agenda is posted, other council members will be notified of 
the meeting and warned that they might be required to make up the 
quorum. 

• The Planning Chair will prepare a minute of the meeting and copy to 
the Clerk. 

• The Clerk will send to the Chair for approval and then circulate to 
members. 

• The Clerk will file the response with West Somerset and Taunton 
Council 48 hours later. 

• The Clerk will not be required to attend regular planning meetings. 
b) Annual Parish Meeting (March) 

The APM report will need to be circulated and invites sent.  The APM to be 
promoted in the parish magazine and on the website/Facebook. 
It was proposed that the APM should be moved to the Produce Market on the 
14th March 2020 and was agreed by all.  Mrs Noble and Mr Graham to look at 
publicity. 

c) Composition of the Council 
Mr Graham announced that he will almost certainly be resigning in May 2020. 

d) Website 
Ms Winter has been rebuilding the website, keeping it up-to-date and making 
sure it is accessible from phones/tablets. 

e) Clerk training/IT 
Ms Winter has enrolled on the ILCA course and Milverton Parish Council are 
paying 50% of the net cost.  Ms Winter is also going to attend CiLCA training 
once a course becomes available in this area.  Again, with 50% of the net 
training cost being paid by Milverton Parish Council. 
Mr Graham proposed that a new laptop was purchased for Ms Winter to use 
for Parish Council work.  This was agreed by all with a budget of £500.  Kevin 
Comber agreed to look into this and provide us with some quotes. 
 

2731 Committee Reports 
a) Resolved. A358 Committee 
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Had met with various other PCs (including an ex Highways England employee) 
before Christmas, showed them our village presentation and agreed to get 
local MPs to Southfields Roundabout after the election.  We as HB Road 
Committee would be carrying on our research into various aspects of the route 
– environmental, economic, crossings etc.  A site visit by HE towards the end 
of the Village Road was expected to be arranged in the next few weeks 
hopefully.  The next A358 Road Meeting is taking place on the 15th January 
2020 and the second Multi-PC Meeting on the 16th January 2020. 

b) Planning Committee – new application 19/19/0015 – replacement of batch 
plant at Station Works, Station Road (retention of works already undertaken) 

c) Improving Living 
Mr Reid is going ahead with purchasing items needed ahead of money coming 
through.  First walk will take place on Friday, 27th March 2020 meeting at the 
Village Hall at 10 am.  Walk will be open to all and dogs are allowed.  Walk to 
be promoted in Parish Magazine, noticeboards, website and Facebook. 

d) Resolved. Community Car Scheme 
One committee member has left due to ill health but another villager has taken 
their place.  New advert produced to promote that the car scheme is available 
for all to use.  Suggested red text is not used.   
Mrs Noble proposed that the PC pay £200 to the Car Scheme to enable them 
to start a subsidy scheme.  It will be fair and open to all.  The £200 would be 
used to subsidise the next 100 journeys by £2.00 for journeys costing over 
£5.00 and by £1.00 for journeys costing under £5.00. 
Cash flow is needed to pay for insurance etc.  Discussed the scheme being used 
for more regular journeys but felt it needs to be running more first. 
It was suggested that the scheme is promoted to teenagers in the village.  
Council all agreed to support with £200. 

 
2732 Financial Matters 

a) Schedule of cheque 
The Clerk notified the councillors that the Clerks Salary has been calculated 
incorrectly in the past.  SALC and an experienced Clerk had confirmed that 
holiday pay should be included in the Clerk’s salary and the Clerk should be 
paid for 58 weeks of the year (including the holiday entitlement) which is then 
divided by 52. The Clerk’s weekly salary is therefore worked out as £10.16 per 
hour x 5 hours a week = £50.80.  £50.80 x 58 weeks = £2,946.40 / 52 weeks = 
£56.66 per week. 
It was agreed by all that the Clerk could issue a cheque for the salary correction 
and pay future payments in this way. 
Mr Graham will inform the previous Clerk, Chris Pitman, of the error and see 
what she would like to do about the situation. 

Chq 

No: 

Payee: Reason for Payment: Amount: Notes: 

939 Clare Winter Clerks Salary and 

Expenses 

£406.40 £406.40 – 8 

weeks @ 

£50.80 per 
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week (£10.16 

per hour) 

940 Clare Winter Correction of Clerk’s 

Salary 

£64.46 13 weeks @ 

£5.86 per week 

b) Resolved: 5th November 2019 and 5th December 2019 Bank Reconciliations 
were distributed to councillors in advance of the meeting and approved by all. 

 
2733 Conduct 

a) Mr Graham read out a statement to the council regarding conduct expected of 
councillors and notified them that we may need to make changes to the Code 
of Conduct in the future. He also notified the council that standing orders need 
to be discussed at an EGM – to be confirmed. 

 
2734 Items for and date of next meeting 

a) Further defib training 
b) Village projects/initiatives 
c) Station Road planning application 
d) Annual Parish Meeting 
e) Website 
f) Committee Reports 

 
The next meeting will be on Wednesday, 11th March 2020 at 1900 
 
The chair closed the meeting at 2105. 
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Action Points: 
 

Minute Action By 

2722c NALC new code of conduct to Mrs Fowler for review Clerk 

2722d Foster Parents leaflet to be shared on website and 
Facebook 

Clerk and Mrs Noble 

2728a Precept request to be sent to SW&TC Clerk 

2730b APM report and invites to be sent out  Clerk 

2730b APM to be promoted Mr Graham/Mrs 
Noble 

2730c Composition of Council to be considered in the light of 
Mr Graham stepping down as Chair 

All Councillors 

2730d Website reconstruction to be completed Clerk 

2730e Kevin Comber to be asked for a quote for a new PC 
laptop and approval sought from the council 

Clerk/Mr Graham 

2731b Planning Meeting to be arranged to discuss 19/19/0015 Clerk/Ms Scott 

2731c First Improving Living walk to be promoted (Parish 
Magazine/noticeboards/website/Facebook) 

Clerk/Mrs Noble/Mr 
Graham 

2732a Previous Clerk, Chris Pitman, to be contacted about 
salary error 

Mr Graham 

2733a EGM to be arranged Mr Graham/Clerk 

 
 
 

To be signed by the Chair at the next meeting (Wednesday, 8th January 2020): 
 
The minutes reflect an accurate record of events subject to any amendments listed below. 
 
Signed: 
 
Print Name: 
 
Date: 
 

Amendments: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Produced by: 
Clare Winter, Clerk  
hatchbeauchamp.pc@gmail.com 


